
Vale of Grwyney Community Council 
Cyngor Cymuned Fro Grwyney 

The next meeting will be held in Llangenny School Hall, Llangenny 

Monday 20th November 2023 at 7:30pm 

AGENDA 
Crickhowell Volunteer Bureau will give a presentation on its work 

prior to the start of the meeting. 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

 
2. Declarations of Interest: Members to declare any interest in items under consideration 

 
3. Planning Matters: 

 
3.1 Applications: to consider and resolve responses to BBNPA: 

 
(i) 23/22344/FUL: “Application for the conversion of a barn to a residential use as a holiday let 

(C6). The conversion involves the demolition and relocation of modern agricultural sheds.” 
Ysgubor Newydd, Llanbedr Road, Crickhowell NP8 1SP 

 
(ii) 23/22351/FUL: “Construction of a replacement domestic garage and ancillary outbuilding” 

Dower House , Forest Coal Pit, Abergavenny NP7 7LP 
 

3.2 Decisions/Other: to receive decisions and other planning correspondence: 
 

(i) WITHDRAWN - 22/20711/FUL “Erection of a rear extension comprising of a utility room, w/c 
and stairway and the creation of a first floor bedroom/workroom above the existing 
kitchen/dining room.” Cae Ffynnon, Llanbedr  NP8 1SY 

 
(ii) PERMITTED - 23/22327/FUL “Single storey rear extension, French doors to kitchen and 

internal alterations”  Tyrywen , Forest Coal Pit, NP7 7LP 
 

(iii) PERMITTED - 23/22328/LBC “Single storey rear extension, French doors to kitchen and 
internal alterations”  Tyrywen , Forest Coal Pit, NP7 7LP 

 
4. County Council Report to receive and discuss general Powys County Council Matters 

 
5. Minutes: to approve the minutes of the 16th October 2023 meeting 

 
6. Clerk’s Report: information from the minutes/progress up-date 

 
7. Councillors Allowances: to consider payment of homeworking/consumable allowances 

following confirmation these are exempt from PAYE arrangements 
 
8. Community Pantry: to receive up-date on proposal to support operation of a community pantry 

 
9. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Commemorations: to receive progress report 

 
10. Llanbedr Playground: to receive up-date on improvement plans. 

 
11. Llangenny Water Fountain: to approve plaques 

 
12. Meet Your Councillor Events: to receive feedback and arrange future events 



13. Llangenny Playground: to consider request to fund ROSPA fee. 
 
14. Mynydd Du Forest: to consider request to ask Natural Resources Wales to reverse its decision 

to fell mature broadleaf woodland in Grwyne Fawr 
 
15. Grant Applications:  to consider adopting grants policy 

 
16. Information from Members to be included in the next Agenda 

 
17. Finance: 

 
17.1 To report & resolve to approve items for payment: 

 
Staff (Salary); HMRC (Tax); G James (Office/Travel Exp) £31.30; Reimburse Clerk (Zoom) 
£15.59; The Royal British Legion (Wreaths) £40; Handprint Production Ltd (tree plaques) 
£783.29; Glangrwyney Village Hall (Hire – 16.10.23) £30 

 
17.2 To receive Finance Report. 

 
17.3 To consider Donations/Funding Requests 

 
18. To receive Highways issues 

 
19. To receive Reports on Meetings Attended 

 
20. To receive items of Correspondence as itemised in Appendix A and discuss as appropriate: 

 
21. To receive and discuss Miscellaneous/Late Correspondence as itemised in Appendix B 

 
 

Everyone Welcome to Attend 
Members of the Public can attend also virtually by using the link 

published on our web site or contact the Clerk for details 
 
 

Signed: ........................................Clerk to the Council Dated 14th November 2023 
Maria James, Clerk, Pleasant View, Fforest Coal Pit - 01873 890777 

 
What’s Happening in The Vale? 

Take a look at our Web Site - www.valeofgrwyney.org 



 

 
 

AWDURDOD PARC CENEDLAETHOL BANNAU BRYCHEINIOG 
BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 

Vale Of Grwyney Community Council 
C/o Maria James 
Pleasant View, 
Fforest Coal Pit, 
Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire 
NP7 7LH 

From: Plas y Ffynnon 
Cambrian Way 
Brecon 
Powys, LD3 7HP 

Tel: (01874) 624437 
Email: planning.enquiries@beacons- 

npa.gov.uk 
App Ref: 23/22344/FUL 
Officer: Lisa Williams 
Date: 24 October 2023 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 

The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedures) (Wales) Order 2012 
Proposal: “An application for the conversion of a barn to a residential use as a holiday let (C6). The 
conversion involves the demolition and relocation of modern agricultural sheds.” 
Address: Ysgubor Newydd , Llanbedr Road, Crickhowell NP8 1SP 
Grid Reference: E:322631 N:219921 

 
The above application was received in this office on 25 September 2023 The full application can be viewed 
through our Authority’s website https://bannau.wales/online-applications 

 

Please forward any comments you may have on the proposal within 21 days of the date of this letter. You 
can submit your comments via our web site at https://planningonline.beacons-npa.gov.uk/online- 
applications or by email at planning.enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk or by post. If a response is not received 
within this period it will be assumed that you have no comments. 

 
The majority of planning applications submitted to the Authority will be considered under ‘Officer Delegated 
Powers’ (Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972). This enables the Authority to make a decision 
without referring an application to the Planning Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

Lisa Williams 
Senior Planning Officer (DC) 

 

 
Yr ydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg. Bydd unrhyw ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg yn cael ei 
ateb yn y Gymraeg a ni fydd unrhyw gyswllt trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi yn y mater 
sy’n cael ei drin. 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and 
corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in the matter being dealt with. 
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Vale Of Grwyney Community Council 
C/o Maria James 
Pleasant View, 
Fforest Coal Pit, 
Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire 
NP7 7LH 

From: Plas y Ffynnon 
Cambrian Way 
Brecon 
Powys, LD3 7HP 

Tel: (01874) 624437 
Email: planning.enquiries@beacons- 

npa.gov.uk 
App Ref: 23/22351/FUL 
Officer: Clare Brooks 
Date: 11 October 2023 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 

The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedures) (Wales) Order 2012 
Proposal: “Construction of a replacement domestic garage and ancillary outbuilding” 
Address: Dower House , Forest Coal Pit, Abergavenny NP7 7LP 
Grid Reference: E:327991 N:221901 

 
The above application was received in this office on 26 September 2023 The full application can be viewed 
through our Authority’s website https://bannau.wales/online-applications 

 

Please forward any comments you may have on the proposal within 21 days of the date of this letter. You 
can submit your comments via our web site at https://planningonline.beacons-npa.gov.uk/online- 
applications or by email at planning.enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk or by post. If a response is not received 
within this period it will be assumed that you have no comments. 

 
The majority of planning applications submitted to the Authority will be considered under ‘Officer Delegated 
Powers’ (Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972). This enables the Authority to make a decision 
without referring an application to the Planning Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

Clare Brooks 
Senior Planning Officer 

 

 
Yr ydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg. Bydd unrhyw ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg yn cael ei 
ateb yn y Gymraeg a ni fydd unrhyw gyswllt trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi yn y mater 
sy’n cael ei drin. 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and 
corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in the matter being dealt with. 
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Vale Of Grwyney Community Council 
C/o Maria James 
Pleasant View, 
Fforest Coal Pit, 
Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire 
NP7 7LH 

From: Plas Y Ffynnon 
Cambrian Way 
Brecon 
Powys, LD3 7HP 

Tel : (01874) 624437 

Email: planning.enquiries@beacons- 
npa.gov.uk 

App Ref: 22/20711/FUL 

Officer: Heather McDowell 
Date: 10 November 2023 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
 

Proposal: “Erection of a rear extension comprising of a utility room, w/c and stairway and the 
creation of a first floor bedroom/workroom above the existing kitchen/dining room.” 
Address: Cae Ffynnon, Llanbedr, Crickhowell Powys NP8 1SY 
Grid Reference: E:323496 N:221769 

I write to advise you that the above mentioned application has now been withdrawn. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Heather McDowell 
Planning Officer (DM) 

 

 
Yr ydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg. Bydd unrhyw ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg 
yn cael ei ateb yn y Gymraeg a ni fydd unrhyw gyswllt trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg yn 
arwain at oedi yn y mater sy’n cael ei drin. 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence in Welsh will be answered in 
Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in the matter being dealt 
with. 
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AWDURDOD PARC CENEDLAETHOL BANNAU BRYCHEINIOG 
BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 

 
NOTICE OF DECISION 

 
Applicant/Agent: Application Reference: 
Mrs Liz Hernon 
Hernon Associates 
The Old Shop 
Kingcoed 
Usk 
NP15 1DS 
United Kingdom 

23/22327/FUL 

 

In pursuance of its powers under the above mentioned Act, Planning Permission is hereby GRANTED for the 
following development by the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (hereinafter called ‘the Local Planning 
Authority’): 

 
“Single storey rear extension, french doors to kitchen and internal alterations” (Full Application) at 
Tyrywen , Forest Coal Pit, Abergavenny, NP7 7LP 

 
subject to the following condition(s): 

 
1. The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of five years from the date 

of this permission. 
2. The development shall be carried out in all respects strictly in accordance with the following approved 

plans: 
 

Drawing Number Drawing Title Date Received 
Site Location Plan 3605-11 REV B 18th September 2023 
Proposed Site Plan 3895-12A 18th September 2023 
Proposed Elevations including 
Ecological Enhancements 

3895-03 13th September 2023 

Proposed Ground Floor Plan 3895-01 13th September 2023 
Proposed First Floor Plan 3895-02 13th September 2023 
Cross Sections 3895-08 13th September 2023 
Construction 3895-10 13th September 2023 
External Lighting 3895-09 13th September 2023 
Details Of Casement Window 
Fw1 & 2 

3895-11 13th September 2023 

 
and the schedule of materials indicated thereon except where otherwise stipulated by conditions 
attached to this permission. 
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3. Prior to their installation, Details of the French door to a minimum scale of 1:10 including elevations, 

vertical and horizontal sections shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority prior to installation. 

4. New stonework for the extension shall be of rubble construction. It shall match the existing in type, 
coursing, colour, and size, and shall be laid with a mortar which is slightly weaker than the stone. 

5. The extension shall be roofed in stone tiles to match the existing stone tiles on the south range in 
stone type, coursing, colour, and thickness. 

6. The biodiversity enhancement scheme as shown on “3895-03 Proposed Elevations including Ecological 
Enhancements” received 13th September 2023 shall be undertaken and/or installed prior to the first 
beneficial use of the development hereby approved, in accordance with the approved details and 
maintained thereafter. Following the installation of the approved scheme, a report confirming adequate 
installation shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority. 

7. No external lighting other than what is show on “3895-09 External Lighting” received 13th September 
2023 shall be installed unless submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
The scheme shall avoid conflict with wildlife corridors and biodiversity enhancement measures and shall 
be implemented as approved. 

 

Reasons: 
1. Required to be imposed by Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
2. To ensure adherence to the approved plans in the interests of a satisfactory form of development. 
3. In order to protect the character and appearance of the Listed Building and to comply with Section 

16(2) of The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; Paragraph 6.1.10 of 
Planning Policy Wales; Technical Advice Note 24, and Policy 15 and 17 of the BBNPA Local 
Development Plan. 

4. In order to protect the character and appearance of the Listed Building and to comply with Section 
16(2) of The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; Paragraph 6.1.10 of 
Planning Policy Wales; Technical Advice Note 24, and Policy 15 and 17 of the BBNPA Local 
Development Plan. 

5. In order to protect the character and appearance of the Listed Building and to comply with Section 
16(2) of The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990; Paragraph 6.1.10 of 
Planning Policy Wales; Technical Advice Note 24, and Policy 15 and 17 of the BBNPA Local 
Development Plan. 

6. To comply with Planning Policy Wales (2021), Technical Advice Note 5 and Policies SP3, 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 
12 of the adopted Local Development Plan for the BBNP. To comply with the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 

7. To comply with Section 6 of Planning Policy Wales (2021), Technical Advice Note 5 and Policies 1, 6, 7 
and12 of the adopted Local Development Plan for the BBNP. To comply with the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended), the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) and 
the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. 

 

Informative Notes: 
 

1. All nesting birds, their nests, eggs and young are protected by law and it is an offence to: 
 intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird 
 intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being built 
 intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird 
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 intentionally (or recklessly) disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule1 while it is nest building, or at a 
nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 
The maximum penalty that can be imposed - in respect of a single bird, nest or egg - is a fine of up to 
5,000 pounds, six months imprisonment or both. 

 
The applicant is therefore reminded that it is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
(as amended) to remove or work on any hedge, tree or building where that work involves the taking, 
damaging or destruction of any nest of any wild bird while the nest is in use or being built, (usually 
between late February and late August). If a nest is discovered while work is being undertaken, all 
work must stop and advice sought from Natural Resources Wales. 

 

2. Work should halt immediately and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) contacted for advice in the event 
that protected species are discovered during the course of the development. To proceed without 
seeking the advice of NRW may result in an offence under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended) and/or the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) being 
committed. NRW can be contacted at: NRW, Cantref Court, Brecon Road, Abergavenny, NP7 7AX Tel: 
0300 065 3000. 

 

Policies considered relevant to this decision: 
 

RELEVANT POLICIES 
Future Wales: the National Plan 2040 (Feb 2021) 
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Development Plan (adopted 2013): 

 SP1 National Park Policy 
 Policy 1 Appropriate Development in the National Park 
 SP3 Environmental Protection – Strategic Policy 
 Policy 3 Sites of European Importance 
 Policy 4 Sites of National Importance 
 Policy 5 Sites of Importance for Nature Conversation 
 Policy 6 Biodiversity and Development 
 Policy 7 Protected and Important Wild Species 
 Policy 12 Light Pollution 
 Policy 15 Listed Buildings 
 Policy 16 Demolition of Listed Buildings 
 Policy 17 The Setting of Listed Buildings 
 Policy 18 Protection of Buildings of Local Importance 
 Policy 27 House Extensions and Ancillary Buildings 
 CYD LP1 Enabling Appropriate Development in the Countryside 
 SP11 Sustainable Design 
 Policy 57 Use of Non Mains Sewerage Solutions 
 SP17 Sustainable Transport 
 Policy 59 Impacts of Traffic 

 
Brecon Beacons National Park Supplementary Planning Guidance: 

 Householder Design Guide (2017) 
 Biodiversity and Development (2016) 
 Obtrusive Lighting and Light Pollution (2015) 
 Enabling Appropriate Development in the Countryside (2019) 
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Planning Policy Wales: 11th Edition 2021 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009) 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 12: Design (2016) 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 23: Economic Development (2014) 
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 24: The Historic Environment (2017) 

 
Other Legislation: 
Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
Equality Act 2010 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
Environment Act 1995 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 

 
 
 

National Park Authorised Officer 

Signed: 

Date: 09.11.2023 Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
   

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 

  
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Signed:……………………………………………………… 
Chairman 
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Minutes of the Vale of Grwyney Community Council Meeting held on Monday, 16th October 2023 
at 7:30pm in Glangrwyney Village Hall and remotely via the video conferencing platform Zoom. 

 
Present: Cllr John Morris (Chairman) 

Cllr Phill Bowker 
Cllr Colin Alford 

Attended Remotely:      Cllr David Sharman 
Cllr Dean Christy 
Cllr Roger Bridgwater 

In attendance: The Clerk 
 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Roger Llewelyn, Cllr Elaine Lusted and Cllr Jeff Greenidge 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: none declared. 
 

3. Planning Matters: 
 

3.1 Applications: to consider and resolve responses to BBNPA: 
 

(i) 23/22325/TEL: “2.5m column extension; Relocation of 2 no. ESN antennas to the top 
of the column extension (antennas approved under previous application); Installation 
of 2 no. new SRN antennas; Installation of remote radio units and mast head 
amplifiers; Installation of new GPS nodes; Installation of 4 no. new cabinets; and 
associated ancillary works.” Pentwyn Farm, Llanbedr  NP8 1SY 

 

RESOLVED to: submit response of no objection. 
 

(ii) 23/22327/FUL and 23/22328/LBC: “Single storey rear extension, French doors to 
kitchen and internal alterations” Tyrywen, Forest Coal Pit NP7 7LP 

 

RESOLVED to: submit response of no objection. 
 

(iii) 22/21405/FUL: “Conversion of agricultural buildings and land along with infrastructure 
works to provide single dwelling-house and provision of ecology mitigation” 
Gelliwelltog Farm Barn , Five Ways, NP7 7LS – consultation due to amendment 

 

RESOLVED to: submit response of no objection. 
 

(iv) 23/22344/FUL: “Application for the conversion of a barn to a residential use as a 
holiday let (C6). The conversion involves the demolition and relocation of modern 
agricultural sheds.” Ysgubor Newydd, Llanbedr Road, Crickhowell NP8 1SP 

 
The council has not been consulted in respect of this application despite it being 
located within the Vale of Grwyney.  This has been raised with the planning authority. 

 
ACTION: discussion deferred. 

 
7.45 Cllr Sharman joined the meeting 



Signed:……………………………………………………… 
Chairman 
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3.2 Decisions/Other: to receive the following decisions and other planning 
correspondence: 

 
The following application was noted to have been permitted: 

 
(i) 23/21877/FUL: “Installation of a 5m tower extension to the existing installation and 

relocation of 2 no. antennas and 2 no. dishes to the top of the extension (approved 
under application 17/15481/FUL). Installation of 4 no. new antennas and 4 no. ground- 
based equipment cabinets. Installation of remote radio units, mast head amplifiers, 
GPS nodes and associated ancillary works.” Penwyrlod Farm, Forest Coal Pit NP7 
7LY 

 
(ii) The response from the enforcement department to the reported breach was not 

considered encouraging. The breach was reported as ongoing. 
 

4. County Council Report to receive and discuss general Powys County Council 
Matters: 

 
An election will take place on the 9th November 2023. 

 
5. Minutes: the minutes of the 18th September 2023 [Pages 1487-1490] were approved as a 

true record subject to deleting “Street lights – Cllr Bridgwater has responded to Powys 
County Council” [Proposed Cllr Alford; Seconded Cllr Bowler]. 

6. Clerk’s Report: information from the minutes/progress up-date 

Page 1488 Item 7 
The community right to buy and registration of land or buildings of community value only 
applies in England. There is no such provision for registration in Wales. 

 
Page 1488 Item 6 
A sample plaque has been received and approved. 

 
Page 1489 Item 9 
Awaiting advice from Natural Resources Wales. 

 
7. Community Pantry: to receive up-date on proposal to support operation of a 

community pantry 
 

Deferred to the following meeting. 
 

8. Llangenny Water Fountain: to consider holding an opening event 

It was agreed to get two plaques, one to advise water is run before use and one to 
acknowledge the restoration was funded by both the Vale of Grwyney CC and the BBNPA 
Sustainable Development Fund. The Clerk will circulate a template for approval and ask 
the Heritage Officer for advice on how to attach them. The opening event will be arranged 
when the plaque is ready. 

 
ACTION: template plaque to be costed/approved and advice on fixing obtained. 



Signed:……………………………………………………… 
Chairman 
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9. Llanbedr Playground: to consider contributing towards maintenance of play 
equipment 

 
The report on the meeting with Stephen Butcher (Powys County Council) was noted. 
Whilst Powys County Council is unable to fund labour costs, it is willing to supply painting 
materials. Cllr Sharman reported local residents have volunteered to help. He will speak 
to these residents and report back. Cllr Alford volunteered to repair the bench. 

 
ACTION: the Clerk to ask Stephen Butcher for an update; Cllr Sharman to ask local 
residents if they are able to assist; Cllr Alford to repair bench. 

 
10. Llanbedr Nature Garden: to agree maintenance schedule/contractor 

 
Cllr Morris has obtained a replacement gate post which Cllr Alford will install. The 
maintenance agreement requires the nature garden to be strimmed three times a year 
(late May/July/September) and the hedges cut at the appropriate time. 

 
It was agreed to instruct a local contractor (M Williams) to strim the grass and cut the 
hedges. The work to be undertaken in stages: 1) strim the grass – cuttings to be 
composted; 2) cut the hedges when the leaves have fallen and finally 3) re-lay the 
woodchip path (Cllr Alford will arrange this). 

 
RESOLVED to: instruct M Williams to stim the nature garden/cut hedges. 

 
11. Meet Your Councillor Events: to discuss arrangements 

 
Llanbedr Hall has been booked for Tuesday, 24th October 2023 between 5-7pm. Notices 
advertising the event will be displayed in each of the villages, on the noticeboard at Five 
Ways and on the council’s web site. Residents will be invited to complete a short survey 
to find out what they like about living here/what can be improved. Copies of the Annual 
Report will be supplied. Cllrs Morris, Alford and Bridgwater confirmed attendance. Cllr 
Morris offered to provide light refreshments. 

 
It is hoped this event will give residents opportunity to talk to members about what they 
would like to see the council doing for the community. (Similar events will be held in 
Llangenny and Glangrwyney in the New Year). 

 
12. Grant Applications: to consider adopting grants policy 

 
Councillors agreed a formal application process should be in place. It was suggested a 
grants policy is drafted for consideration at the next meeting. 

 
ACTION: Clerk to prepare/circulate a grant application policy for consideration. 

 
13. Information from Members to be included in the next Agenda 

 
Meet the Councillor Event; Grant Application Policy; Community Pantry; Water Fountain; 
Llanbedr Playground; Queen’s Jubilee Walk 



Signed:……………………………………………………… 
Chairman 
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14. Finance: 
 

14.1 The following items were approved for payment [Proposed; Cllr Sharman; Seconded 
Cllr Bowker] and duly agreed: 

 
Staff (Salary) £    
HMRC (Tax) £      
G James (Serviced Office £25/Travel £6.30) £   31.30 G 
James (Reimburse Zoom £15.59/Stationery £50.98) £ 66.57 Stefhan 
Caddick (Web Site) £ 360.00 

 
14.2 The Finance Report was received and noted. 

 
14.3 Donations/funding requests were deferred until a grants policy has been 

agreed. 
 

15. To receive Highways issues: 
 

The recently implemented 20mph speed limit on the A40 in Glangrwyney was reported to 
have resulted in more vehicles, particularly motorbikes, dangerously overtaking. 

 
Powys County Council is due to tighten the bolts on the iron bridge in Glangrwyney and 
clear the silt build-up by the bridge in Partrishow. 

 
16. To receive Reports on Meetings Attended 

 
Cllr Morris reported technological difficulties meant he was unable to hear when he 
attempted to join the OVW area committee meeting (held remotely). He also travelled to 
the OVW conference unaware it had been cancelled. 

 
Cllr Morris and the Clerk attended the Place Plan meeting in Crickhowell. More 
information needs to be obtained before a decision can be made as to whether the Vale of 
Grwyney should produce its own Place Plan or join with Crickhowell. The cost of 
producing a Place Plan needs consideration. It was suggested this matter is discussed 
with residents at the Meet the Councillor events. 

 
17. Correspondence as itemised in Appendix A was received and noted. 

 
18. Miscellaneous/Late Correspondence as itemised in Appendix B was received and 

noted. 
 

S Caddick: invoice for work undertaken to make the web site meet accessibility 
regulations (approved and added to payment schedule). 

 
Remembrance Sunday - Cllr Morris will lay the wreath on behalf of the council in 
Crickhowell, Cllr Sharman will lay the wreath in Llangenny. 

 
 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:09pm 



Trydydd Llawr Dwyrainf/Third Floor East Ffôn/Tel: 03000 616095 
Adeiladau Coron/Crown Buildings 
Parc Cathays/Cathays Park 
Caerdydd/Cardiff CF10 3NQ 

Ebost/Email: mailto:IRPMailbox@gov.wales 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales/ 
Panel Annibynnol Cymru ar 

  Gydnabyddiaeth Ariannol  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 October 2023 
 
 

Dear Clerk 
 

Community and Town Councils - Councillor Allowances - Homeworking 
arrangements and consumables 

 
The Panel has received the following guidance from HMRC, regarding the treatment 
of tax on councillor allowances: 

 
Section 316A of the Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 states no liability 
to income tax arises in respect of a payment an employer makes to an employee in 
respect of reasonable additional household expenses which the employee incurs in 
carrying out duties of the employment at home under homeworking arrangements. 
The exemption only applies to the £156 payment made under the 
Determination of the Independent Remuneration Panel. It does not exempt any 
additional household expenses that a Councillor may seek to claim. 

 
The following two conditions must apply to the exemption: 

 
1. The first provision is that there must be a formal arrangement between the 

individual councillor and Community and Town Council. 
 

2. Secondly, each individual councillor must declare they work from home 
regularly under these arrangements. This arrangement should be set out and 
a template letter is attached for your use. 
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The IRP has determined that Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for 
the cost of office consumables required to carry out their role, or alternatively 
Councils must enable members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office 
consumables. 

 
The Panel has also received confirmation from HMRC that an exemption may also 
be applied (from 5/4/2023) to the flat rate consumables payment. Where a Council 
has taken the decision to pay a flat rate reimbursement of £52, then this 
amount is considered exempt from PAYE arrangements. 

 
It is advised that you send a short note outlining this to each Councillor and a 
template letter is attached. Clerks should also be mindful of any changes of 
circumstances, for example, when a Councillor ceases working from home, or 
otherwise are no longer eligible, which would mean these payments no longer fall 
within the exemptions. 

 
Should you have any queries on the above, please contact IRP Mailbox. 

 
 

Kind regards 
 

 

 
 

Frances Duffy 
Chair 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales 
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Letter template to be sent to councillors from Community and Town Council: 
 

Dear Councillor 
 

In carrying out your duties as a Community and Town councillor, the Independent 
Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRP) recognises that there will be a requirement for 
you to work from home on a regular basis. In these circumstances, the Community 
and Town Council will provide a standard contribution to the costs incurred of £156 
per annum (or £3 per week). This arrangement falls within the HMRC definition of 
“homeworking “arrangements and therefore will be exempt from PAYE. 

 
The IRP has determined that Councils must either pay their members £52 a year for 
the cost of office consumables required to carry out their role, or alternatively 
Councils must enable members to claim full reimbursement for the cost of their office 
consumables. Where a Council has taken the decision to pay a flat rate 
reimbursement of £52, then this amount is considered exempt from PAYE 
arrangements. 



 

Vale of Grwyney Community Council 
Meet Your Councillor Event – Llanbedr (24th October 2023) 

 
 
 

1. What do you like about living here? 
2. What works well? 
3. What would you like to see improve? 

 
 
Feedback Received: 

 
Question 1.  What do you like about living here: 

• The beautiful countryside, the fantastic friends we have made and the sense of community that 
exists. That nature is an important focus eg National Park caring about looking after it. 

• Peace and quiet. The people, lovely scenery, walks, fresh air. 
• Peace and quiet, friendly people. 
• The fact that there are still farmers and a country/rural life with values. 
• Beautiful area.  Very friendly folk. 
• Fresh air. Lovely people. River and mountain walks and views. 

 

Question 2.  What works well? 
 
• When people have the opportunity to get together. When good communication occurs between 

different groups in the community. 
• The lanes to Llanbedr looked after during the winter months. Good sign posting. 
• Information such as events, newsletter or notices that can be seen. 
• Good sign posts. Communication. 

 

Question 3. What would you like to see improve? 
 
• Now that the school has closed, the village is missing a ‘community’ space and the heritage that 

exists should be continued for the benefit of everyone in the area (especially involving 
intergenerational events). I am friends with XXXX and it would be great to know what any of the 
councillors’ thought are on the future of the school? My email is XXXXXX Would be great to 
chat. Thanks. 

• Parking in Crickhowell. Difficult to support local shopping. 
• Car parking falls short (Crickhowell and Llanbedr). 
• More small short events (village hall) at early evening (6ish) so kids can come. Adults can stay 

on and chat! Playground improvements. Promotion of need for community involvement in 
projects. 

• More community events, regular coffee mornings, book swap. I believe there are grants for 
social events in village halls. 

• Community spirt, people to make more of an effort to put back into the community, an event 
once a month, new playground. 



 

Date: Fri, 10 Nov 2023 at 13:24 
Subject: Re: Mynydd Du Forest: potential felling of roadside beeches 

Dear Maria, 

Thank you for your email. 
 

As residents of the Grwyne Fawr Valley and citizens concerned for the environment 
in this climate emergency, we treasure the biodiversity and amenity of this place. 
The thousands of people who visit from around the world each year doubtless share 
this view. 

 
We are dismayed that a decision to destroy a significant, highly visible stretch of 
mature broadleaf woodland seems to have been taken by Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) without due regard to its own duties and responsibilities under legislation 
regarding biodiversity and amenity. We are also very dismayed about recent 
instances of small-scale felling of large roadside trees that give rise to justifiable 
concern about incremental loss of mature trees over time. 

 
For your information, the area of plantation conifer and roadside beech due to be 
felled is shown in purple on the Forest Management Systems Map contained in 
NRW's Forest Resource Plan (reviewed in 2021), which can be found at Natural 
Resources Wales / Mynydd Du Forest resource plan. Our concern is for the 
beeches, as non-plantation trees. 

 
We hope that the Community Council will call on NRW to reverse its decision to fell 
the beeches, and instead revert to its previous longstanding practice of using 
sensitive management to maintain roadside trees with the overall aim of maintaining 
as much mature beech - and oak - as possible. 

 
In so doing we ask the Council to remind NRW of its statutory responsibilities as a 
public body, including: 
1) To observe its responsibiltites towards all UK and local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) species. For your information, a UK Red List species is known to breed in this 
very stretch of broadleaf woodland: the wood warbler, considered a conservation 
priority (BAP) species, which requires mature deciduous woodland on a steep slope 
as its breeding habitat. 
2) To carry out its business with due regard to its responsibilities under the UK 
National Parks legislation as set out in the Environment Act 1995. 

 
We also ask the Council to seek assurance that careful consideration will be given in 
future to the removal of any more large roadside trees, with a view to preserving as 
many of these as possible, and to putting in place appropriate future 
management for those that remain. We appreciate that in order to keep a road open 
and safe, trees must be subject to some judicious cutting, and it may even be 
necessary to fell a small number of them where cutting would not be effective 
(however, replacement trees should always be planted.) 

 
I confirm here that we agree to the terms of the CC's privacy policy, and we look 
forward to hearing from you. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 



 

Item 15 
 
 
 
 
 

Grant Applications: 

to consider adopting grants policy 
 
 

(TO FOLLOW) 
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MONTH 7 - OCTOBER 2023 
 

ITEM ANNUAL BUDGET SPENT REMAINING TRANSFERS 
CURRENT 
BUDGET 

SALARIES 5,000.00 2,688.00 2,312.00  2,312.00 

SERVICED OFFICE (Broadband/Electric/Storage) 300.00 175.00 125.00  125.00 

OFFICE EXPENSES (Post/Stationery/Photocopying) 300.00 163.46 136.54  136.54 

HALL HIRE/ZOOM FEE 800.00 289.13 510.87  510.87 

MEMBERS ALLOWANCE 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00  1,500.00 

WEB SITE 500.00 443.99 56.01  56.01 

AUDIT 800.00 157.95 642.05  642.05 

INSURANCE 300.00 279.05 20.95  20.95 

CARE OF BENCHES.NOTICE BOARDS 100.00 0.00 100.00  100.00 

WATER RATES 100.00 16.09 83.91  83.91 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 300.00 112.00 188.00  188.00 

DONATIONS 1,500.00 700.00 800.00  800.00 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES 250.00 44.10 205.90  205.90 

TRAINING/CONFERENCE 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00  1,000.00 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS 5,000.00 4,876.80 2,123.20 2,000.00 123.20 

ELECTION EXPENSES 600.00 0.00 600.00  600.00 

CONTINGENECIES 500.00 0.00 500.00  500.00 

ICO (DATA PROTECTION 40.00 40.00 0.00  0.00 

NATURE GARDEN 300.00 0.00 300.00  300.00 

EVENTS (JUBILEE/CORONATION) 1,000.00 227.92 772.08  772.08 

TOTAL £20,190.00 £10,213.49  £9,976.51 

EARMARKED RESERVES 

LLANGENNY WATER FOUNTAIN 2,635.80 2,000.00 635.80 

JUBILEE EXPENSES (GRANT) 2,279.65 0.00 2,279.65 

GENERAL RESERVES 

 3,000.00 ONE QUARTER OPERATIONAL COSTS 
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SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS - 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION CHEQUE NO AMOUNT POWERS & DUTIES 

Staff Salary 001774  Local Government Act 1972 s112 

HMRC Tax 001775  Local Government Act 1972 s112 

G M James 
Serviced Office £25 
Travelling Exp £6.30 001776 31.30 Local Government Act 1972 s111 

 
G M James - reimbursement 

Zoom £15.59 
Office Exp/Stationery £50.98 

 
001777 

 
66.57 

 
Local Government Act 1972 s111 

S Caddick Web site 001778 360.00 Local Government Act 1972 s111 

TOTAL    

 

 

INCOME - 2023/24 Sept/Oct TOTAL 
PRECEPT £10,000 (PAYABLE IN 3 INSTALMENTS) 0.00 6,667.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 0.00 0.00 
BANK INTEREST (BUSINESS A/C) 18.83 34.97 
GRANT 0.00 0.00 
VAT REFUND 0.00 0.00 

TOTAL £18.83 £6,701.97 
 
 

BALANCE ON BANK STATEMENT DATE TOTAL 
Current Account 04/10/2023 £5,894.19 
Business Reserve Account 29/09/2023 £4,015.11 

(04/09/23 £2,000 transferred from Business to Current A/c)   £9,909.30 Signed: ……………………………………………….. 
Chairman 

VIREMENTS: 



 

Vale of Grwyney Community Council FINANCE REPORT Page 1 of 2 
 
 

MONTH 8 - NOVEMBER 2023 
 

ITEM ANNUAL BUDGET SPENT REMAINING TRANSFERS 
CURRENT 
BUDGET 

SALARIES 5,000.00 3,072.00 1,928.00  1,928.00 

SERVICED OFFICE (Broadband/Electric/Storage) 300.00 200.00 100.00  100.00 

OFFICE EXPENSES (Post/Stationery/Photocopying) 300.00 163.46 136.54  136.54 

HALL HIRE/ZOOM FEE 800.00 334.72 465.28  465.28 

MEMBERS ALLOWANCE 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00  1,500.00 

WEB SITE 500.00 443.99 56.01  56.01 

AUDIT 800.00 157.95 642.05  642.05 

INSURANCE 300.00 279.05 20.95  20.95 

CARE OF BENCHES.NOTICE BOARDS 100.00 0.00 100.00  100.00 

WATER RATES 100.00 16.09 83.91  83.91 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 300.00 112.00 188.00  188.00 

DONATIONS 1,500.00 740.00 760.00  760.00 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES 250.00 50.40 199.60  199.60 

TRAINING/CONFERENCE 1,000.00 0.00 1,000.00  1,000.00 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS 5,000.00 5,660.09 -660.09 2,000.00 1,339.91 

ELECTION EXPENSES 600.00 0.00 600.00  600.00 

CONTINGENECIES 500.00 0.00 500.00  500.00 

ICO (DATA PROTECTION 40.00 40.00 0.00  0.00 

NATURE GARDEN 300.00 0.00 300.00  300.00 

EVENTS (JUBILEE/CORONATION) 1,000.00 227.92 772.08  772.08 

TOTAL £20,190.00 £11,497.67  £8,692.33 

EARMARKED RESERVES 

LLANGENNY WATER FOUNTAIN 2,635.80 2,000.00 635.80 

JUBILEE EXPENSES (GRANT) 2,279.65 783.29 1,496.36 

GENERAL RESERVES 

 3,000.00 ONE QUARTER OPERATIONAL COSTS 
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SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS - 

PAYEE DESCRIPTION CHEQUE NO AMOUNT POWERS & DUTIES 

Staff Salary 001779  Local Government Act 1972 s112 

HMRC Tax 001780  Local Government Act 1972 s112 

G M James 
Serviced Office £25 
Travelling Exp £6.30 001781 31.30 Local Government Act 1972 s111 

G M James - reimbursement Zoom £15.59 001782 15.59 Local Government Act 1972 s111 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Wreaths (2) 001783 40.00 Local Government Act 1972 s137 

Handprint Production Ltd Tree Plaques 001784 783.29 
Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, s19 

Glangrwyney Hall Hire - 16.10.23 001785 30.00 Local Government Act 1972 s111 

TOTAL    

 

 

INCOME - 2023/24 Oct/Nov TOTAL 
PRECEPT £10,000 (PAYABLE IN 3 INSTALMENTS) 0.00 6,667.00 
MISCELLANEOUS 0.00 0.00 
BANK INTEREST (BUSINESS A/C) 18.83 34.97 
GRANT 0.00 0.00 
VAT REFUND 1,230.19 1,230.19 

TOTAL £1,249.02 £7,932.16 
 
 

BALANCE ON BANK STATEMENT DATE TOTAL 
Current Account 03/11/2023 £6,552.51 
Business Reserve Account 29/09/2023 £4,015.11 

(04/09/23 £2,000 transferred from Business to Current A/c)   £10,567.62 Signed: ……………………………………………….. 
Chairman 

VIREMENTS: 



 

ITEM 14.3 
 
 

THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS WERE MADE DURING THE PERIOD 
BETWEEN NOVEMBER 2022 TO SEPTEMBER 2023 

 
 
 

£100 - Glangrwyney Village Hall 
£100 - Llanbedr Hall Association 
£100 - Llangenny School Hall 
£100 - Wales Air Ambulance 
£ 34 - The Royal British Legion (Poppy Appeal) 
£350 - Llanbedr Village Hall – projector screen (VoG Giveway Grant) 
£500 - Glangrwyney Village Hall (Renovation Works) 
£100 - Llanbedr Hall (Coronation Event) 
£200 - Monmouthshire District Scout Council (Llangenny Site) 

 
 
 
 

FUNDING REQUESTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED DURING THE SAME 
PERIOD FROM: 

 
Brecon Advice Centre 
Marie Curie 
Monmouthshire District Scout Council 
Powys Citizens Advice 
Roy Castle Lung Cancer Support 
SSAFA, the Armed Forces charity 
Cerebral Palsy 
Wales Air Ambulance 

 
Please note we have received an enquiry for funding from the Pretty 
Pins Leg Club (awaiting further information on what this is needed for) 
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November 2023 
APPENDIX A 

 
List of Correspondence 

 

Via Email: 
 
1. Bannau Brycheiniog National Park Authority (BBNPA): weekly planning registers 

(16/10/23; 20/10/23; 27/10/23; 3/11/23; 10/11/23) (c) 
2. One Voice Wales (OVW) : October, November & December 2023 Training Dates (c) 
3. OVW: Powys Community & Town Councils / Biodiversity grants available  (c) 
4. OVW: Information on RAAC in buildings - for Building Owners and Managers (c) 
5. Crickhowell TC: Remembrance Sunday Service (c) 
6. OVW: Review Of Democratic Health In The Community And Town Council Sector (c) 
7. Zero Hour: request for support of Climate and Ecology Bill (c) 
8. Planning Aid Wales: latest training (c) 
9. OVW: One Voice Wales And The Society Of Local Councils - 8 November 2023 (c) 
10. Powys County Council (PCC): Brecon Household Waste Recycling Centre to close for 

refurbishment next month (c) 
11. OVW: Advice and advocacy bodies list on our website (c) 
12. Planning Aid Wales: Latest training from Planning Aid Wales (c) 
13. Crickhowell Network: Powys Advocacy November Newsletter (c) 
14. PCC: The Day Opportunities Review (c) 
15. Crickhowell Network: Engagement Events - Daytime Opportunities (c) 
16. Keep Wales Tidy: Powys Eco-School Cluster meeting - initial meeting (c) 
17. Day Opportunities Team:  Have your say on Day Opportunities (c) 
18. IRPW: Councillor Allowances (c) 
19. Crickhowell Network: Information to Share (c) 
20. OVW: Training Dates By Module (c) 
21. EASCServiceReviewQueries: Update from the Emergency Ambulance Services Committee 

on the Emergency Medical Retrieval and Transfer Service (EMRTS Cymru) (c) 
22. PAVO: training (c) 
23. Powys Teaching Health Board:  South Central Stroke Services Engagement - Phase I (c) 
24. Chris Jones: Crickhowell Place Plan - Consultation Thanks (c) 
25. OVW: Vacancy with One Voice Wales (c) 
26. LAIS: Audit and Risk Assurance Committee Independent Members (c) 
27. Keep Wales Tidy: Powys Environmental Education Cluster - initial meeting agenda (c) 
28. OVW: Brecon & Radnor Area Committee Meeting 9th October 2023 (c) 
29. Keep Wales Tidy: Initial Powys Eco-Schools cluster meeting for cllrs and other orgs (c) 
30. Dail-a-Ride: Hello from Crickhowell Dial-a-ride (c) 
31. PCC: Powys Business Growth Grant - Apply now (c) 
32. Crickhowell Network: Cruse bereavement support change of phone number (c) 
33. Crickhowell Network: Eat Smart Save Better events (c) 
34. Crickhowell Network: Powys County Council News (c) 
35. Police & Crime Commissioner: ATGOF | REMINDER - Gwahoddiad | Invitation (c) 
36. OVW: National Pay Agreement 2023/24 (c) 
37. Llangattock Green Valleys:  LGV Energy Project (c) 
38. Police & Crime Commissioner: PCC Bulletin (c) 
39. OVW/WG: Road Safety Strategy Consultation (c) 
40. Police & Crime Commissioner: Policing Budget Consultation (c) 
41. BBNPA: Application 22/20711/FUL has been withdrawn (c) 
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42. OVW: Training Dates By Module - November & December (c) 
43. Residents: Mynydd Du Forest: potential felling of roadside beeches (c) 
44. BBNPA: Application 23/22327/FUL has been granted (c) 
45. J King: NPTC (Newtown and Brecon Colleges) Open Evenings (c) 
46. The Day Opportunities Review: Powys-Wide Day Opportunities Engagement (c) 
47. BBNPA: : Application 23/22328/LBC has been granted 
48. Welsh Government: Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2024-25 - £10.81 (c) 
49. J King: New date for Joint Forces for Funding online meeting - 24 November 2023 10am (c) 
50. OVW/WG: Minister's letter re. Asbestos Management (c) 
51. OVW: Cymru Can – Future Generations Cymru Strategy (c) 

 
 
Via Post 

 
1. Wales Air Ambulance: funding request 

 
(c) Circulated 


