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Minutes of the Vale of Grwyney Community Council Meeting held on Monday, 17th March 2025 at 7:30pm in Glangrwyney Village Hall and remotely via the video conferencing platform Zoom.

Present:
Cllr John Morris (Acting Chair)



Cllr Colin Alford



Cllr Phillip Bowker




Cllr Roger Llewelyn 




Cllr Roger Bridgwater

Attended Remotely:
Cllr David Sharman



Cllr Jeff Greenidge


In attendance: 
County Cllr Chloe Masefield




The Clerk
1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Elaine Lusted, Cllr Dean Christy.

2. Declarations of Interest:  none declared.
3. Planning Matters:
3.1   Applications: to consider and resolve responses to BBNPA: 
(i)  
25/23595/FUL:  “Installation of a small scale domestic 12 panel above ground solar pv array (non ground penetrating weighted ground mount system)”
Bridge Cottage, Llangenny NP8 1HD
RESOLVED to:  submit response of no objection.

(ii)  
25/23499/TPO: “Pruning 2 Oak tree situated on bank above property currently posing a safety risk. Tree 1 has a TPO T1 of DC/018.17 and some erosion at the base, tree surgeon advises high pollard to stabilise.” Pontysgob Mill, Forest Coal Pit  NP7 7LS

RESOLVED to:  submit response of no objection.

3.2 Decisions/Other: the following application has been PERMITTED:
(i)  
19/18077/CON:  “Section 73 application to vary Conditions 1 and 2 of Outline planning permission Ref 12/08575/OUT (Re submitted outline planning application for the re development of the former army camp at Cwrt Y Gollen for mixed use development comprising residential development, employment, a pre-school day nursery, open space and community provision and associated infrastructure works) to extend the period of time for the commencement of development and for submission of reserved matters applications by 3 years.” Cwrt Yr Gollen Training Centre, Cwrt Y Gollen, Glangrwyney, Crickhowell 
4. County Council Report to receive and discuss general Powys County Council Matters:

In addition to the written report circulated Cllr Masefield reported:
· Cwrt yr Gollen Development:  the developer has agreed to create an active travel route along the site and is open to suggestions as to what the community would like to do with the green spaces left over, ie allotments/community orchards?  Members questioned whether low cost housing could be built elsewhere in The Vale?  Concerns were raised over flooding/sewerage infrastructure.  Cllr Masefield will report these concerns.  

· Meetings have been arranged to discuss the closure of Crickhowell Police Station and proposed changes to the Fire Station.

· Council tax is to increase by 8.9%.  Powys County Council received an extra settlement from Welsh Government (£1,000,000).  This will go directly into highways across Powys. 
5. Highways:  to receive highway issues and how repairs are reported


Collapsed Retaining Wall, Llangenny:  following discussion it was agreed to amend the wording of the report drafted by Cllr Bridgwater.  Council officials were reported to have looked at the problem.  The revised report will be submitted to Powys County Council (Phil Harris and Lyn Parry).  

RESOLVED to:  send amended report to Powys County Council

Old Chapel Road, Grwyne Fechan (U0472):  Powys County Council has prepared a report giving five options:

1. Cease ownership of the U0472 and hand over to the Old Chapel;

2. Permanent road closure for vehicles - change U0472 to a footpath to access Old Chapel; 

3. Repair the U0472 from the northwest direction to the Old Chapel (approx. 200 metres)

4. Repair the U0472 from the southeast direction to the Old Chapel (approx. 500 metres)

5. Repair the full length of the U0472 (combine Option 3 and 4).  
Council was of opinion Option 5 is the only viable option, ie the road is repaired/re-opened.  Cllr Masefield has sent the options report to representatives of residents affected however to ensure everyone living in the valley has opportunity to comment it was agreed to publicise these options requesting comments are returned to the community council, for submission to Powys County Council.  

ACTION:  Clerk to put the options report on the web site/noticeboard and circulate to residents identified as not notified previously.  

6. Minutes:  to approve the minutes of the 17th February 2025 meeting

The minutes of the 17th February 2025 meeting [Pages 1571-1574] were approved as a true record [Proposed Cllr Llewelyn; Seconded Cllr Sharman] and duly agreed.
​ 

7. Clerk’s Report: information from the minutes/progress up-date 
· Fire Station Meeting (restricted to Chairs and County Councillors) will be held on Wednesday 26th March 2025.  Cllr Elaine Lusted will attend.

· Cllr Jackie Charlton is available to meet online at 3pm on Monday 24th March 2025.  As this time was not convenient for all members it was agreed to invite her to attend the next council meeting (28th April 2025).  
· Mr Duncan Forbes (Flood Warden) will be invited to the June meeting. 

· Jubilee Map - the artist has been asked to make the suggested amendments.
8. Parking in Glangrwyney: to receive up-date

The Clerk reported residents have not been up-dated regarding plans to hold a community meeting due to correspondence received via Cllr Bowker indicating land identified as suitable for parking is not available.  It was agreed to inform residents the community council is still exploring options and suggested the pub is contacted to ascertain whether it would be interested in leasing parking spaces.

Cllr Bowker proposed the council write to the landowner to thank him for allowing the communication trail to be circulated and to respond to his question regarding plans to develop the field.  This proposal was not supported [For 1; Against 6].


Discussion ensued during which it was agreed to write to the landowner to thank him for considering the proposal and to inform him the council remains open to future conversations should the situation change.  


RESOLVED to:  write to the landowner as detailed and ask the pub if it is interested in leasing parking spaces.
9:00 Cllr Alford left the meeting
9. Financial Regulations: to consider adopting revised version 
It was agreed to approve the amendments as detailed in the financial regulations circulated

RESOLVED to:  adopt the financial regulations.
10. Recycling Charges:  to discuss charges implemented by Powys County Council

Residents voiced considerable opposition against these charges, particularly via social media.  Powys County Council has circulated an information sheet to clarify the charges (circulated). Cllr Masefield was asked to provide figures on fly-tipping and to inform the council should this increase in the forthcoming months.

9:09 Cllr Greenidge left the meeting
11. Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW):  to consider adopting determinations/ payment of mandated allowances

IRPW’s determinations were noted.  Of the optional allowances it was agreed to adopt the Chair’s allowance (£100 payable via PAYE or on production of receipts) and the travel (being the actual cost of travel by public transport or the HMRC mileage allowance – 45p per mile) and subsistence allowance. 

The mandatory extra cost payment £156 will be paid at the beginning of the municipal year, together with £52 for the cost of office consumables.  

RESOLVED to:  adopt the determinations as detailed.
12. Information from Members to be included in the next Agenda

None reported.
13. Finance:  
13.1 The following items were approved for payment [Proposed; Cllr Morris                ; 



Seconded Cllr Sharman] and duly agreed:
 

Staff (Salary)

£   336.00


HMRC (Tax)


£     84.00


G James (Serviced Office £25/Travel £6.30) 
£     31.30

G James (Reimburse: Zoom £15.59/Post £4.25/


Ink £20.85/Paper £2.75)

£     43.44


Llangenny School Hall (Hire 18/11/24 and 17/02/25)
£     60.00


Audit Wales (Audit 2022/23 and 2023/24)
£   450.00


One Voice Wales (Subscription)
£   168.00




Planning Aid Wales (training)




 £     50.00



13.2
The amended February Finance Report and March Finance Report were noted.


13.3
The external audit report has been received for 2023/24.  The report opinion is unqualified.   There is a £1 rounding difference between the reported closing balance at 31 March 2023 and the Council’s bank balance.  The requisite notice has been displayed on noticeboards.

13.4 It was agreed to keep the general reserves at £5,000 (approx 6 months expenditure) and reduce the earmarked reserves to £1,215 (to cover the remaining costs of the Queen’s Jubilee Walk).
13.5 Funding requests have been received from SSAFA (Armed Forces Charity) and the Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2025.  Council expressed desire to support local organisations/charities rather than national ones and disappointment applications have not been received from local organisations.
14. To receive Reports on Meetings Attended:

Llangattock Green Valleys/Black Mountains Community Energy:  Cllrs Morris and Bridgwater attended reporting Llangattock Green Valleys is undertaking a feasibility study on two sites.
15. Correspondence as itemised in Appendix A was noted

Item 33 – Pen y cae agreed to promote the project via the web site

16. Miscellaneous/Late Correspondence as itemised in Appendix B was noted.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 21:32 pm
Signed:………………………………………………………

Chairman


