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Minutes of the Vale of Grwyney Community Council Meeting held on Monday 19th December 2016 at 7:30pm in Llangenny School Hall.

Present:   Cllrs John Morris (Chairman), Colin Alford, Caroline Fairclough, Wendy Bowler, Elaine Lusted, Howard Tothill and Dean Christy.  Also in attendance: Cty Cllr J Morris and Maria James (Clerk).
1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs Llewelyn and Sharman
2. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Lusted declared an interest in Item 3.1 Planning Application 16/14078/CON and Item 3.1ii 16/14186/REM and took no part in the discussion.
3. Planning Matters:
3.1 Applications 
i. 
16/14078/CON:   Submission of application to vary Condition 3 of Application 12/08710/OUT (Proposed new dwelling in land adj to 1 Springfields) to extend time limit for approval of reserved matters.  Site adjacent to 1 Springfields, Llangenny  NP8 1HA
ii.
16/14186/REM:   Reserved matters application pursuant to Planning Permission 16/08710/OUT:  Proposed new dwelling in land adj to 1 Springfields, Llangenny  NP8 1HA
It was unanimously agreed to submit a response of no objection to the above applications. 
3.2 Decisions/Other   the following decisions were noted:
i. 16/14121/CON  Gwern Y Bustach, Fforest Coal Pit Abergavenny NP7 7LT - Permitted
ii. 16/14076/TPO Pendarren House Outdoor Education Centre – fell larch – Permitted
iii. 16/14020/FUL  Ty Cerreg, Llangenny - withdrawn 
4. County Council Report:  Cty Cllr Morris reported:  
· Powys CC’s budget is due to be set shortly.  Whilst the Council will receive an additional £1,000,000 from Rural Reality Funding (staged over 3 years) cuts will still be necessary.  Initially it was proposed council tax would increase 3.5% however 4.5% is now suggested.
· The library has now been taken over by the High School (remaining in the same building for the time being).
· A report recommending Day Centres remain open is due for release.  Due to the community’s proactive approach Crickhowell’s Day Centre has been selected to pilot a scheme (co-ordinated by the Volunteer Bureau) to look at ways it can provide additional activities.  The idea being the building will become a community hub accommodating a variety of uses, ie knitting, leg clubs, etc.  Members were pleased to hear this agreeing the scheme has huge potential.  Cty Cllr Morris recommended representatives from the Five Councils be involved when the pilot starts, emphasising the importance of Powys CC remaining involved.

· Goods news for schools in that government is allocating £800m towards budgets.
· The percentage of contribution The National Park requires developers to pay towards affordable housing, the Affordable Housing Levy (30% in this area), is to be looked into.  A clause in this policy states the build has to be viable, meaning in reality, The Park has had to settle for a lot less.  Cty Cllr Morris believes this policy to be incorrect as single developers tend to be penalised,

· A review of the LDP is due however this is a huge exercise and the BBNPA does not currently have sufficient resources so it will be interesting to see what transpires.  The number of BBNPA Members is being reduced from 24 to 18 and the Chief Executive is leaving within 12 months. 

Cty Cllr Morris left the meeting at 18.15
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5. Minutes of Meeting [Page 1150 – 1153].  Cllr Bowler proposed the minutes of the 21st November 2016 be accepted as a true record.  This was seconded by Cllr Alford and duly agreed. The Clerk reported an amendment in the minutes of the 17th October [P1147 Item 8] which should read £1 per annum (not per week).
6. Matters Arising from the Above Minutes for information purposes:

Page 1152 Item 18 

Maintenance works required to the web site will cost circa £90.  Members agreed to proceed.

Page 1150 Item 4

Cllr Tothill offered to circulate notices to residents to inform them Powys CC is experiencing difficulty gritting in Llanbedr due to parked vehicles.
7. Llanbedr Allotments/Nature Garden:  Cllr Morris, Lusted and the Clerk met Ms Naomi Lang from the Llanbedr Allotment Society and discussed the Allotment Society leasing the land direct from WWHA rather than the Council.  Ms Lang agreed to take this suggestion back to the Society for consideration.  The poor condition of the path and soil was discussed and it was agreed the Council would speak to WWHA to see what can be done to rectify this.  A further meeting to be arranged in the New Year.
Members agreed they need to assist the Allotment Society in its establishment and suggested they pay hire costs of the village hall for initial meetings.  The Clerk to arrange a meeting on site with WWHA in early January.

8. Planning Procedures:  Members approved the letter (as previously circulated) to be sent to BBNPA agreeing this should also be copied to the Chief Executive Officer.  

Cllr Fairclough felt clearer information needs to be available relating to when planning permission is necessary suggesting a link is placed on the Council web site to this effect.
9. Helicopters:  Cllr Fairclough had been asked to bring this matter to the Council’s attention by a resident whose livestock had been disturbed by a private helicopter.   Cllr Tothill explained pilots have to fly with safety in mind and comply with regulations on the CAA (Civil Aviation Authority) web site.  It was suggested the resident ask the pilot if he/she could approach from a different angle so as not to disturb livestock.  Cllr Fairclough will check the regulations on the CAA site. 

10. 
Any Other Business: for information only

Leaflets received from PCSO Dunne outlining the Community Messaging Scheme were circulated.
11.  Finance    
11.1 
Cllr Lusted proposed the following items be approved for payment.  This was seconded by Cllr Tothill and duly agreed,  

G M James (Salary £200/Exp £25) HMRC (Tax) £50, Stationery £147.83; Welsh Water (Llanbedr Trough) £17.52
11.2 Other Financial Matters:  Budget Sheets were received for Quarter Three.
The Clerk reported the precept will need to be set at the next meeting.  She will forward a statement of expenditure and receipts to assist the process.
12. Highways:  Cllr Christy questioned what was happening regarding the parking in Standard Street/Bellfountain Road?  No progress was reported.  It was suggested this matter is pursued and Crickhowell TC be approached. Whilst in Crickhowell this affects residents of the Vale of Grwyney and it was therefore considered the Council has a moral responsibility to do something about it.  The bollards by the bottom of Hall Farm were again reported as being confusing. 
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Ian Mills and Ms Jo Lancey (Powys CC) have agreed to attend a site meeting in January to discuss the white lines in Llangenny.  Cllrs Alford and Lusted to attend.
Cllr Morris reported he was still pursuing the problem at Bont Lane.  He also reported Sat Navs are sending lorries down Bont Lane which have caused damage.  Signs are needed at the top of the Neuadd Pitch/Bont Lane stating drivers should not rely on SatNavs in this area.  The Clerk was instructed to arrange a meeting with Allun Jones.
14. Reports on Meetings Attended: Cllrs Fairclough attended the Community Health meeting: Nothing particularly to report only 4/5 people present.  Very good reports received of the Prince Charles Hospital in Merthyr Tydfil.  A new area manager nurse has been appointed covering South Powys.  
Cllr Morris and the Clerk meet Michael Cresswell (Natural Resource Wales - NWR), Richard Ball and Clive Williams (BBNPA) at Blaen-y-Cwm. NRW has agreed to install gates into the fenced off area and one near the river.  NWR will also erect signs asking people to take their litter home with them.  Another meeting will be arranged circa July/August 2017 to determine the success of the gates ie whether their presence has encouraged camping or other anti-social activities.  If there is no increase in illegal activities NRW will consider ways of opening up access to the site on a gradual basis over a period of years.

15. Correspondence the following correspondence was received and discussed as appropriate:
1. PCC:  precept request – required by January 27th – January agenda
2. OVW:  Christmas Greetings
3. BBNPA:  16/14078/CON:   agenda

4. BBNPA: 16/14186/REM:   agenda
5. PCC:  Electoral register
6. MBO Planning Team:  Black Mountains Mountain Marathon Lite & Bike Orienteering Event:  29/30 April 2017.  www.theomm.com
7. Play for Wales Magazine – Autumn 2016
8. PCC:  Electoral register
9. BBNPA:  16/14121/CON  - permitted
10. BBNPA:  weekly register – 11/11/16, 18/11/16, 25/11/16, 2/12/16
11. Police & Crime Commissioner: Police Precept Consultation: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2BL6M9T - survey ends midnight 04/12/2016
12. PCC:  notification of works on Llangenny Lane, Crickhowell
13. ARWAIN:  Powys Business Clinic 08/12/16
14. OVW:  One Voice Wales' information bulletin
15. BBNPA:  16/14020/FUL  - Withdrawn 
16. OVW:  The Draft Account and Audit (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2016 - https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/draft-account-and-audit-wales-amendment-regulations-2016
17. OVW:  PAVO - Presentation and Chairing Tips and Techniques event 
18. BBNPA:  Newsletter - Destination News from the Brecon Beacons
19. ARWAIN:  The Regenerator Winter 2016
20. OVW:  Landfill Disposals Tax (Wales) Bill 
21. Powys Local Access Forum:  Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
22. BBNPA:  16/14076/TPO – permitted.
23. PCC:  Newyddion Powys Newsline
24. Powys Archives:  Winter Newsletter Powys Archives 2016
25. ARWAIN:  Rural Community Development Fund (RCDF)
26. Networking Opportunities for Future Generations Commissioner: Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service: Corporate Plan:   
27. OVW: Public Appointments in Wales – 
28. PCS Communities: Defibrillators 
29. BBNPA:  Agenda for National Park Authority, Friday, 9th December, 2016, 10.00 am
30. The Pensions Regulator:  staging date for VoGCC 1st May 2017
31. OVW:  Welsh Government ‘well prepared to take on fiscal devolution responsibilities’ 
32. PAVO:  December 2016 edition of the PAVO E-Briefing.
33. Powys Council Archives:  War Memorial Training - Thursday 9th February 2017 
34. OVW:  Publication of principles and guidance for appropriate use of non guaranteed hour arrangements in devolved public services 
35. OVW:  National Development Framework for Wales 
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36. OVW:  Welsh Transport Appraisal Guidance (WelTAG). 
37. Powys CAB:  Better Advice: Better Lives Project Celebrates 15 years of service
38. BBNPA:  Consultation on Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance Notes
39. BBNPA:  Agenda for Planning, Access and Rights of Way, Tuesday, 20th December, 2016
40. OWV:  Older People's Commissioner for Wales's Newsletter

41. PCC:  Powys County Council: Day-time activities and day centres Press Release
42. PCC:  Payphone Removal Details
43. OVW:  National Development Framework engagement events 

16. Miscellaneous/Late Items of Correspondence
1. WG:  Section 137 Expenditure: Limit for 2017-18 - £7.57 
2. IRP for Wales: invitation to discussion event on remuneration framework for community and town councils (Clerk and councillor – 15th Feb –Abergavenny)
3. HMRC: request for further Tax & NI payments to be paid electronically.

4. ARWAIN:  Free training in Brecon: Researching men and women listed on war memorials
9th, February 2017- Brecon Library
5. OVW:  Bulletin
18.  Items for inclusion in the next Agenda:  None reported.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:35pm
